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Suit Asks Halt to DDT 
Discharge Into Ocean 

Chemical Carried Through Sewer Lines, 
Then to Sea, Environment Group Asserts 

BT GENE BLAKE 

V 

^ 

Suit to halt discharge of 
DDT wastes by a Torrance 
chemical company i n t o 
sewers which empty into 
the ocean was filed in fe
deral court here Thursday 
by the Environmental De
fense Fund. 

Named defendants werc 
Montrose Chemical Corp., 
the world's largest DDT 
producer, and the County 
Sanitation District, which 
operates the trunk sewage 
disposal system. Injunc-

- tions were asked for both. 
. The ?\iit charged that dif-

'i charge cl ^lllueril high in 
DDT concentrations by 

; the Mpnirnse plant at 
• a);oi T. N'nrmandie .\vr.. 
. Torrance, ymlalcs both.fg: 
• rijral and Jjatf law and 
the t ! S. Cmistit\itioii. 

IW ell'luenl eventually 
is processed at t1ie_\Vhilc 

• PninI y-.r"^i-'' 'IrpatiTipnl 
FTaTttand tnen gischarged 
into the ocean. Weekly 

'; a V e r a g e discharge has 
' been the equivalent ot at 

least 100 pounds ot DDT, 
. according to the suit. 

The DDT is hazardous to 
: fish, birds and eventually 
• to human health, the suit 

charged. Several species of 
b i r d s , particularly t h e 
brown pelican, are threa
tened vith extinction, il 

' t-aid. 
T)T)J fii^rhargprt inioJhe 

• 'IVi '" ' I ' - ' - n i- •!•""•"'' 
to meai'uve anrt face, sani
tation ol{iclals have said. 

However, they reported 
that Ust April.about 73% 

: of the DDT emptying from 
' sewers near Santa Monica 
• Bay came (rom the Won-

irpse C h e m i c a l Corp. 
A federal tludy the fol

lowing monlh showed fish 
in that Ivay hail the hi;h-
est DDT cnmponpni con
tent ot anv fUh tcitcrt on 
the Atlantic, Cult or I'aci- i 
fie coasts. 

Since then, couniy mo- ! 
nitoring has shown that 
the company has drastical
ly reduced its DDT wastes. 

Tests in .\pril showed 
Montrose dumping about 

. 600 pounds of DDT into 
se^vcrs daily. Another 200 
pounds came from un
known sources. 

However, during t h e 
first week of October the 
total DDT entering county 
sewers was measured at 

about 200 po\inds. with 
Mon trose'f contribmion 
apparently down lo a lilUc 
more than 2 pounds. 

.V R. AVjlcoN. Montrose 
vift UlU.-imjilL lui Ci)era-
tions. saia the discharge 
had been cut by avoiding 
spills and recycling water 
used in tilt! UUliuIacturing 
process. The company has 
applied for a federal grant 
to work on mrinods ot 
r h p m i r a l l v ••.ipprariiMP" 

.SUL^asies. 
''''̂ '' Fiiivir^r""'n'-'' '̂ '̂ -

f.gnse >"»nf1. a \ r \ v York-

jij-ippji'ilci an,I n l h r r e i l iz -
ens, filed a similar suit last 

"Tunc a g a i n s t the Olin 
Corp. plant in Himtsvillc. 
.\la. EDr was joined by 
the National Audubon So 
riety and the National 
Wildlife Federation. 

Tlu-ec days later, Olin 
Corp. announced il was 
halting production ot DDT 
and c l o s i n g down i t s 
Huntsville faciliiy. 
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